Activity: The Challenges of Deployment: Interactions with Allies in the Pacific | Handouts

Map, General Strategy in the Pacific, 1942-1945

American Battle Monuments Commission

SER

seh A\ J
KOREA

SHIKOKU
KYUSHU

RYUKYU ISLANDS
EAST  /OKINAWA

FORMOSA e
]
BURMA o

FRENCH
HAINAN

Al AND - PHILIPPINE

INDOCHINA Rt

EYTE
sugfen SISEANDS -
PALAU
o

MALAYA

S
BORNED' * 0%

CELEBES~ 7

|}
o

SUMAIR:

JAVA

NEW GUINEA.

USSR

BERING SENR

KOMANDORSKI

OF OKHOTSH JLANDY

SAKHALIN
PARAMUSHIRO

TO STOP THE JAPANESE ADVANCE IN THE SOLOMONS WHICH THREATENED

THE VITAL SUPPLY LINE TO ALIA, U.S. FORCES TOOK THE OFFEN-
SIVE, LANDING ON GUADALCANAL ON 7 AUGUST 1942. THE SUCCESSION OF
HARD-FOUGHT NAVAL BATTLES AND GRIM STRUGGLES ON LAND AND IN THE
AIR WHICH FOLLOWED MARKED THE TURNING POINT OF THE PACIFIC WAR.
IN NEW GUINEA, U.S. AND AUSTRALIAN FORCES REPULSED THE JAPANESE
THRUST TOWARD PORT MORESBY AND ADVANCED ON THE LONG ROAD BACK
TO THE PHILIPPINES. THE CHINESE EFFORT WAS AIDED BY SUPPLIES FLOWN
OVER THE HIMALAYAS FROM INDIA.
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i IHE'RHWHILE SUBMARINES HAD BEEN CONTINUOUSLY' ATTACKING
- JAPANESE SHIPS CARRYING OIL, RUBBER AND OTHER MATERIALS
ESSENTIAL TO THE ENEMY'S INDUSTRY. THE RELENTLESS ASSAULT
AGAINST HIS COMBAT AND MERCHANT SHIPS WAS TO CONTINUE, FROM
THE SEA AND FROM THE AIR, WITH EVER-INCREASING ATTRITION
THROUGHOUT THE WAR.
TO PENETRATE THE ENEMY'S DEFENSES.AND GAIN BASES FROM
WHICH AIRCRAFT COULD STRIKE AT THE JAPANESE HOME ISLANDS,
THE UNITED STATES COMMITTED ITS MAJOR FORCES ALONG TWO MAIN
AXES OF ADVANCE. ONE THRUST WAS TO CONTINUE THE ATTACK NORTH-
WESTWARD SIMULTANEOUSLY THROUGH THE SOLOMON ISLANDS AND
ALONG THE COAST OF NEW GUINEA; THE OTHER WOULD CROSS THE
TREMENDOUS REACHES OF THE CENTRAL PACIFIC VIA THE GILBERT AND
MARSHALL ISLANDS AND THE STRONGLY DEFENDED MARIANA AND
PALAU ISLANDS. BY MID-SEPTEMBER 1944 ALL THESE MISSIONS HAD
BEEN ACCOMPLISHED, WHILE, SIMULTANEOUSLY, CONTROL OF THE SEA
AND AIR HAD BEEN WRESTED FROM THE ENEMY, THUS DENYING ESCAPE
TO HUNDREDS ' OF THOUSANDS OF JAPANESE TROOPS ON BY-PASSED
BASES SUCH AS RABAUL AND TRUK. MEANWHILE FAR TO THE NORTH
OTHER AMERICAN FORCES HAD EXPELLED THE ENEMY FROM THE
ALEUTIANS. IN BURMA ALLIED FORCES WERE DRIVING FORWARD TO
REOPEN THE OVERLAND SUPPLY RQUTE TO CHINA AND STIMULATE
HER EFFORTS TO EJECT THE JAPANESE INVADERS.
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