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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Letter from Olga Vrtatko to the Adjutant General’s Office, U.S. Army, January 8, 1946
United States Department of the Army
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% 29 B. 29th St.
New York 16, New York

Jan, 8, 1946

Adjutant General's Office
War Department
Weshington, D. C.

PFC JAMES H VRTATEO {36396086)
326 Airborne Medical Co.

APO 472, c/o P.M,

New York, N. Y.

Sir:

According to information received from the War Department, my brother,
Jemes, died in Nettersheim, Germany, Jan. 15, 1945, from bronchial
pneumonia, while a prigomer of war. He was imissing in action ag of
Dec. 19, 1944, and 1t was last september that we received word
relative to his death.

If there is any other information avallble 1t would be appreciated.

As, for instance, if it 1s known where he was during the pericd from
Dec. 19, 1944, to date of his death. Did he die in a German prison

camp or elsewhere and apparently what was he supposed to be doing In
this small village where he dled? Was thers a German prison camp in
this town? Is it kmown if there was some other complication before

pueumonia set in? If this information is not available, could not &
further investigation be made?

I would appreciate it very mach if I could procure the names and
home addresses of soldlers who were in the same company with James

and who probably knsw him,

Some of the boys mey even have been

withhim and knew of his illness.

These boys may have survived and

are now discharged. Uames never gave our family addresses of his
Service friends, and in this case it 1s unfortunate.

My brother went into Service March 20,

1942, at Camp Grant, Illinois.

At first he was in Camp Claibourns,

La., and later at Fort Bragg, N. C.,

befors going overseas in September 1943, His overseas address was
alwvays as glven above.

The last commnicatlon I received from him vas during December 194k,
vhich wes written in November 194k while he was still in Holland, it

gseems.
«

Respectfully yours,

Olga Vrtatko

cCoOPY
!
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Letter from Olga Vrtatko to the Adjutant General’s Office, U.S. Army, January 8, 1946
United States Department of the Army
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- ; VRTATKO, James H.

$36396086
P. S. Please state the place of burial..

If James had any decorations or Army pins before his death that
became lost and duplicates aere obtainable, they would be apprelcated.
We died receive the Purple Heart decoration. If more of his personal
effecte are located, please have them forwarded to the sams address as
before, Mrs. Brabara Vrtatko, 27025 . Homen Ave., Chicago, 23, Illinos.

Gy
Lt

(AGO report showe: Barbare)
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Letter from Major General Edward Witchell to Olga Vrtatko, February 27, 1946
United States Department of the Army
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Mioo (Aga Wrtatko -
29 Bast £93h Btroet
ficy Yoxk 16, Dow York

Do Mica Vrtatkos

Purthor refercrco S rfo 0 your otter of 8 Jopuary 294,
oorning your brothoy, Private Fivoet Class Jemos 6. Trtatko.

o the Way Dipapteant by Captain Bsrry A. Tyllas, MHedical Coxps,
ooccplisron with a requous fron this offics: - -

foom Gevolptein, S0S0RUNND s colled 1o =5 by noy ond

B woo not woutdsd tub ha vas coxdonsly $11,  ReRRanhoen,
cheokod his 403 tage o Jooked at Min f2sricen Bed Crono
1éessificntion oard.

smausonin vith hoape fodlure. 55 capired vithio o fow

Botte

iy

\ hin ot 9038 Dorth Eosmovo Aveaws, Chicogo 50, Xllinoin.

' mmﬁm‘wmmemmummmt underatend-
ablo end I vegrot that oo much soproy bas ot $0 you €04 your fonily,
The following infoscation woscrding your teother's dcoth wio cubsitted

*t firot cow Pre Jerss H.Vrtatks In o Goreon priconar
of vor oollocting point at Dottorchein, Gen—ny, on & about
15 Joousey 1945, Mo Yrtatko was trought to this colleoting
point an ¢ littor patient fros o box sar that Asd =owed up

rosognized ths 30lat Divielon vhonlder patch that ha wawe. |

“7 exr-dnsd his Rutws which rovealed g 41ffuso ¥roachial
ro—ts after T fisot oo hdn, I beliovs ha wan bwrisd ot
L.}

In the event you wich to scc=unioate with Onptain Tylles, you may eldrces

Binse the Quarterenstor Oeomyaul, Hochington 23, D, C., han Jurige
aiesion over oll mttors poriainieg {o tho darisl éﬂ dispuaition of
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Letter from Major General Edward Witchell to Olga Vrtatko, February 27, 1946
United States Department of the Army
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farwarding & copy of your lstter o that officisl fur spprojriste atbentics
amm'ml:hm. ’

; ry ecoowrning any focorations whick Friwmte Tristio sy havs
be the sudject of & later commmmisation. :
. Thars is vy ‘-umxmmtamm,mmgmtzmumt
wmmaxmmm'nwmmum‘mmm
comfort you 5o yuu® bHovesveseat. _
‘ Binsedely youre,

Bvann ¥, WITSLILL |
The Adjctens Ganersl of the Aray
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Report of Investigation Area Searching, April 6, 1946
United States Department of the Army
Note: the family would not have received a copy of this document.

Activity: Some Gave All | Handouts

IF P - s T

= e =
Form. No.

f o U SRR
27-8-45

REPORT OF lNVES'I‘IGATION AREA SEARCHING

To be completely filled out and attached to each copy of GR Form I,
ssReport of Burial‘* when disinterment is accomplished.

e e
-4 TGRS | TSFET

{. Was investigation preceded by Advance Publicity Yes

(if Specia] Investigation, so indicate)

‘2. VRTATKO, JAMES Ho  B.F.C o 36396086 . 326. ABNE. MED .00
(Full name of deceased) - (Rank) (ASN) (Organization)

3. State: Means of identification, i. e. identification, tags attached to marker, inscription on grave

marker, cemstery records, townhall records, etc. and Source of Information, i. e. identification tags,

i identification cards. identification bracelet, leather name plate on flying jacket, clothing marks ete.
g:\ One I.D.tag found On Geceased .. :

Ral k_and unlt taken frém W.D.Casualty List . . .
4. Give exact location of isolated grave, furnishing coordinates and letter prefix, map sheet scale
: and series used; also name_ot nearest town: Nettersheim,Ger,(wF-2111) :
Mz Ref.Ger.1/250,000 Koln X=51 . . . -
NOTE ATTACH OVERLAY SHOWING EXACT LOCATION OF ISOLA’I‘ED GRAVE
-TYING LOCATION IN WITH PERMANENT LANDMARKS.
5. Full name of cemetery (include plot, row ‘and grave if organized cemetery) -
= Nettersheim Cemetery  Plot 1,Row. 2,Grave.5,.. (See sket.ch)
-8. Approximate or established date of death (state which and give basis for date selected)
...22 Jan 1945 established date iven by Burgermeister.. . ...
_Peter Schmal .
ﬂ 1. Approximate .or established date of burial (give basis ford ate established) ...
26.Jan 1945 established _ds;tr- gliven.by.Burgermelster -
8. Manner in which grave was marked. show information contained on the marker ...
Wooden Cross,Private Vrtatko,James. He U.S.4. 7
Geb.1/8/08  Ge8t222/1/85 e

9. List personal effects found in possession of civilian and custodial personnel now retaining.

furnishing name and address of individuals concerned

( None ) 3

= X

10. Purnish information obtained concerning place. and particulars surrounding death and bwial;
give the names and addresses of all personsfarnishing such information (contact local Mayor,
priest, police, hospitals. cemetery sextons or caretakers, those responsible for burial and others
possessing irrlxportant information) The deceased dled. enroute.. from. Gerolsteixi

to_an unknown destination.He.died.in. Nettersheim- Ger.and wa
buried in the Nettersheim. Cemeteryes .

faformant i ‘eter Schmal House 38
Nettersheim,Germanye.
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Report of Investigation Area Searching, April 6, 1946
United States Department of the Army
Note: the family would not have received a copy of this document.
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12, Ts this atrocity case:NO.. Ts there evidence that it may be: .. HNa. i

g If answer-is yes, has responible War Crimes representative been notified ...

18. Names and addrassua of persons uommlthng the atrocity or the military unit of whlcln these

persons were memhers B e
(ot applicable

14. If unidentified and a crew membcr ofa p]ana or veluele, uldlcat.e names of any other lmown

crew” members and state whether buried at this location‘or a surviver ....s ...

15. If 'umrler-t:ﬁc{i su[l};l]')' an_y of t.hn’ follov.u information determinahle
’ a. Crew position in p'l'lna or vehicle ° : : .

b. Plane or vehicle =erial nulnh_m'. g Type (
€. Installed weapons . . . '

.- Servial Number - . Calibre & Mfgr. | | - Serial Number, . Calibre & Mfgr. |

d. Engine serial number.

ufe of Investi ntm Oﬂ'Lar
WILLIAM H. :
2nd Lt 0-2018275
6890 QM GR Co.

Rank - TASN

- Disinterment roved by, (HOQ Authoriaing-Exh B I EAC == 7 S ¢ 1
b 1t approve Z ;
Somodx rebur ial [xxrixk made ]JV ..... 5&941‘;11@.“

Date of 'mljre'buna] 6. ,ﬁpr}"!'a

Plot....8 ... Row 10 . Grave 248
NOTE: Additional particulars regarding. investigation C =
will be placed on, additional ahe.e.l. . . .
PR LA . - L ‘o .
: g * Cross out word not applicable,
/
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Letter from Major James L. Prenn to Miss Olga Vrtatko, August 7, 1946
United States Department of the Army
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Vrtatko, James H. ¥ )
A SN 36 396 086 A
7 August 1946

Address Reply To
THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
Attention: Memorial Division

Miss Olga Vrtatko
29 East 29th Street
New York 16, New York

Dear Miss Vrtatko:

This office promised that upon receipt of burial information
concerning your brother you would be advised,

The official report of burial shows that the remains of your bro=
ther were originally interred in the Nettersheim Cemetery, Nettersheim,
Germany, but were later disinterred and moved to a more suitable site
where constant care of the grave can be assured by our Forces in the
field. -

The report of burial further discloses that the remains of your
brother are now interred in Plot G, Row 10, Grave 248, in the United
States Hilitary Cemetery feouville-en-Condros, Belgium, located-nimns
miles southwest of Liege, Belgium, —

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL:

Sincerely yours,

JAMES L. PRONN = £ =% 509
¥ajor, QMC — :13{
Asgsistant e =
DL 2
' 2 =
L=
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Letter from Major General T. B. Larkin to Mrs. Barbara N. Vrtatko, August 19, 1946
United States Department of the Army
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. 19 August 1546

¥re. Barare X. Vrtatko
2702 Bouth Noman Avanve
Chicago, Iliinoim

Doy Mre, Vetatko:

The War Department 18 most desirous that you e furnished infor-
mtion regarding the duriml looation of your som, the late Private
¥irst Class Jomes K. VYrtatko, A.5.B. 5% 396 086, =

~—15¢ recoxds of this offics &iscloss that his remains are interred
in the Thited States Military Cemrtery Nouville-en-Condrox, plos &, row
10, greve 2i8, You may be assured that the i1dentification mnd {ntersent
have been accomplished with Titting dignity and solesnity.

This comstery 1w lnoahd nines milescsonthvest of Liege, Belgtum,
and is wdsy the constant mmmommnormmaumun-

tary psrsonnel.

The War Depariment hss now been authorized 4o » &t Govern~
mnt axpense, with the feasible wishes of the next regarding
fimal intermsnt, here or sdrosd, of the remains of your loved cne. Ab
& Inter date, this office will, without any astion on your part, pro-
de the next of kin with full information and solioit his detailed

)

ires, ,
: wuimorgnmwmymmtm‘.

"Binosrely yours,
T. B. LARKIN
MeJjor General f&‘
= The Quartezmmater Gendal TN
he = m{/
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