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Activity: Pearl Harbor: A Defining Moment in U.S. History | Handouts

Document Analysis Worksheet
Title(s) of Source (if provided):

Type of Source:    Primary   or Secondary:

Note: When multiple sources are provided, glean the key ideas from them as a group to complete 
this sheet.

Type of document(s)
(letter, journal, newspa-
per, photo, etc.)

Author(s) & Date(s) (if 
available)

Why was the 
document(s) created? 
In what time period was 
the document created?

What historical event(s) 
does this document 
group refer or pertain 
to? 

What facts and informa-
tion can you gain from 
the document about the 
impact of Pearl Harbor? 
Cite specific details from 
the document(s).

Guiding Question: 
What makes Pearl 
Harbor a defining 
moment in American 
history? Support your 
answer with direct 
evidence from this 
source.
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