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Activity: Piecing Together the Puzzle: Using Source Materials to Understand Lives of the Fallen | Handout - Process Four
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Ask students to identify and note details.
Sam

ple Q
uestions: 

W
hat do you notice first?  •  Find som

ething sm
all 

but interesting.  •  W
hat do you notice that you didn’t 

expect?  •  W
hat do you notice that you can’t explain?  

•  W
hat do you notice that you didn’t earlier?

Encourage students to generate and test 
hypotheses about the source.

W
here do you think this cam

e from
?  •  W

hy do you 

think som
ebody m

ade this?  •  W
hat do you think 

w
as happening w

hen this w
as m

ade?  •  W
ho do 

you  think w
as the audience for this item

?  •  W
hat 

tool w
as used to create this?  •  W

hy do you think this 

item
 is so im

portant?  •  If som
ebody m

ade this today, 

w
hat w

ould be different?  •  W
hat can you learn from

 

exam
ining this?

Invite students to ask questions that lead 
to m

ore observations and reflections.

W
hat do you w

onder about...

w
ho?  •  w

hat?  •  w
hen?  •  w

here?  •  w
hy?  •  how

?

H
elp students to identify questions appropriate for further investigation, and to develop a research strategy for finding answ

ers.
Sam

ple Q
uestion:   W

hat m
ore do you w

ant to know
, and how

 can you find out?

A few
 follow

-up 
activity ideas:

Beginning
Have students com

pare tw
o related prim

ary source item
s.

Interm
ediate

Have students expand or alter textbook explanations of history 
based on prim

ary sources they study.

Advanced
Ask students to consider how

 a series of prim
ary sources support 

or challenge inform
ation and understanding on a particular topic. 

Have students refine or revise conclusions based on their study of 
each subsequent prim

ary source.

For m
ore tips on using prim

ary 
sources, go to

http://w
w
w
.loc.gov.teachers

|   LOC.gov/teachers

G
uide students w

ith the sam
ple questions as they respond to the 

prim
ary source. Encourage them

 to go back and forth betw
een 

the colum
ns; there is no correct order.
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