Activity: Duty & Dignity: Black Americans & the 92" Infantry Division Buffalo Soldiers | Documents

Documents Packet: Segregation in the United States (1938-1941)

Photograph, Marion Post Wolcott, Negro Man Entering Movie Theatre by "Colored"
Entrance
Belzoni, Mississippi, October 1939

Farm Security Administration
Library of Congress (LC-DIG-ppmsca-12888)

Reflect: Explain how this photograph shows the political, economic, and social factors that influenced
segregation.
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Photograph, John Vachon, Segregated Facilities
Manchester, Georgia, 1938

Farm Security Administration
Library of Congress (LC-USF33-001172-M4)

Reflect: Explain how this photograph shows the political, economic, and social factors that influenced
segregation.
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Map, Nonwhite Households, By Blocks, For Birmingham, Ala., 1940
Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940
Library of Congress

Reflect: What does this map show us about segregation in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1940?
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Poster, "Why Should We March?," 1941
A. Philip Randolph Institute
Library of Congress (mssmisc ody0808)

WHY SHOULD WE MARCH?

What Are Our Immediate Goals?

. To mobilize five million Negroes into one militant mass for

pressure.

. To assemblzs in Chicago the last week in May, 1943, for the

celebration of

“WE ARE AMERICANS - TOO” WEEK

And to ponder the question of Non-Violent Civil Disobedience 3 & §
and Non-Cooperation, and -a Mats March On Washingfon. 15.000 Negroes Assembled at St. Louis, Missouri

20,000 Negroes Assembled at Chicago, Illinois
23.500 Negroes Assembled at New York City
Millions of Negro Americans all Over This Great
Land Claim the Right to be Free!

FREE FROM WANT!
FREE FROM FEAR!
FREE FROM JIM CROW!

. the Wat
. winnind oo
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Reflect: Explain how this poster shows the political, economic, and social factors that influenced
segregation.
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Franklin D. Roosevelt, Message to Congress, January 6, 1941 (excerpt)
Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library

"In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded upon four
essential human freedoms.
The first is freedom of speech and expression — everywhere in the world.

The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way — everywhere in the world.

The third is freedom from want — which, translated into world terms, means economic understand-
ings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants — everywhere in
the world.

The fourth is freedom from fear — which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide reduc-
tion of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a position
to commit an act of physical aggression against any neighbor — anywhere in the world."

For each freedom, list the situations that existed for African Americans in the early 1940’s that threat-
ened these freedoms on a daily basis.

Freedom Situation for African Americans

Freedom of speech and
expression

Freedom to worship as one
chooses

Freedom from want

Freedom from fear
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