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'Winter Line's’ Outskirts Now
In Hands Of Yank Infantry

By Sgt. MILTON LEHMAN
(Stars and Stripes Staff Writer)

WITH THE FIFTH ARMY, Dec.

to the fighting and the towns
themselves are falling only whem
the high points surrounding them
are made untenable to the Gepe
mans.

In one division sector north of

‘meroadtomuut.munq

part of which was occupied by
Allied infantrymen after six days of
bitter fighting. German counter-
attacks during this six-day period
were constant and stubborn. Theg
were beaten off with heavy case
ualties on both sides.

In another mountain mass soutdy
of Pantano, an Allled infantry
unit battled for nine days ta
take a high point south of the hil}
town of Mastro Giovanna. Seven
days of this battle against the
well-prepared German defensesy
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in a
for both sldes. At the end of this
time, the battalion commander| tention
‘mon’mmm en_m&mv-*
emy’s defense and directed one of “mhhm
his companies to attack it. Two ®d foxholes, »
deys later, the Germans were| [®¢t deep and reinforced
forced to evacuate the entire de-|2Nd timber, and in the caves
.} Both battles, in which American | PE2KS: A" "’,:;:"M"
Woops have gained their objectiv::' :;;o:txtlige - m‘h.;mc
after days of plugging and heart- | ..o th:ie :::vmhmenu ttoorh;:g |
o, lnmimm m“w ugul: Germans over a month and a half
aotlons, Soies wt‘: tb,mo PP ago. These entrenchments havae
ltkethem,haveresultedmtheh =0 Soninat-some-. of - the
. (beginning of the .first German| jerial Disccige o *rtillery, and
withdrawal along the front in sev-| " g t '
el thhu now, u' ;‘he weather cleared
The frontlines in I
1 s ® talytowda! forces have pushed their way into
condition of a weck #go. Pawols|ed many of thmde':‘mmhul
. tmqn::y%ﬂmﬂﬂbodﬂc retreats. The extent of these re-
'ﬁhln mﬂuubudhmmmwday.pmtom»
almth 'lﬂlouth meeting resistance,| a pew German "winter ltne” sev-
ough other patrols meet coun- eral miles to the north
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