
Activity: History and Journalism: Examining the Events of World War II Through a Journalistic Lens       7

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

“Murrow’s Boys”
•	 Edward R. Murrow  - covered the Blitz in London and the European Theater during World War II 

for CBS News; hired a team of foreign correspondents for CBS News who became known as 
“Murrow’s Boys”

•	 William L. Shirer - hired in August 1937, working from Berlin, Vienna, and Geneva 

•	 Thomas Grandin - hired spring 1939 to cover Paris

•	 Larry LeSueur - hired late in the summer of 1939 to cover Rheims, France 

•	 Eric Sevareid - hired in the summer of 1939 to cover Paris 

•	 Mary Marvin Breckinridge - hired in fall 1939 covering Northern Europe 

•	 Cecil Brown - hired February 1940 to cover Italy 

•	 Winston Burdett - hired by Betty Wason in spring 1940 to replace Wason and to cover 
Scandinavia 

•	 Howard K. Smith - hired in spring of 1941 

•	 Charles Collingwood - hired in the winter 1941 to replace Eric Sevareid in Paris 

•	 William Downs - hired in September 1942 to cover Moscow 

•	 Richard C. Hottelet - the last of the Murrow Boys, hired in 1944 to cover the invasion of 
Normandy
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