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OPORD Operations 
Operation Neptune Paragraph Three OPORD

Glossary: 
• Parachute Echelon - Paratroopers who jumped into France

• Glider Echelon - Troops brought into France via gliders

• Seaborne Echelon - Not all the 101st parachuted into France. Many of the support troops came 
in over the beaches from ships.

• Enemy Battery - German artillery pieces (like the Band of Brothers episode concerning the 
landing and early fight in Normandy).

• Inundated - Flooded areas 

• 6 digit #s - 365872 are grid coordinates of a specific place within 100 meters. This system was 
used before GPS.

• S-3 or G-3 - The Operations Staff Section of an army unit

• 81st AB AA - Airborne Anti-Aircraft Battalion of anti-aircraft guns

• AAA - Anti-Aircraft Artillery -  anti-aircraft guns

• 65th Armd FA Bn SP - 65th Armored Field Artillery Battalion (Self Propelled). These are artillery 
(cannons) that are mounted on tracked vehicles.

• Leggings impregnated - Leggings are laced up boot gaiters between your boots and pants. The 
leggings were impregnated with an anti-chemical compound in case the Germans used poison 
gas against the invasion forces.

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: “Plans are Worthless, but Planning is Everything” | OPORD Operations  2

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Operation Neptune Paragraph Three OPORD
National Archives and Records Administration

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: “Plans are Worthless, but Planning is Everything” | OPORD Operations  3

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Operation Neptune Paragraph Three OPORD
National Archives and Records Administration

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: “Plans are Worthless, but Planning is Everything” | OPORD Operations  4

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Operation Neptune Paragraph Three OPORD
National Archives and Records Administration

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: “Plans are Worthless, but Planning is Everything” | OPORD Operations  5

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Operation Neptune Paragraph Three OPORD
National Archives and Records Administration

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: “Plans are Worthless, but Planning is Everything” | OPORD Operations  6

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Operation Neptune Paragraph Three OPORD
National Archives and Records Administration

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: “Plans are Worthless, but Planning is Everything” | OPORD Operations  7

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Operation Neptune Paragraph Three OPORD
National Archives and Records Administration

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: “Plans are Worthless, but Planning is Everything” | OPORD Operations  8

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Operation Neptune Paragraph Three OPORD
National Archives and Records Administration

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: “Plans are Worthless, but Planning is Everything” | OPORD Operations  9

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Operation Neptune Paragraph Three OPORD
National Archives and Records Administration

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: “Plans are Worthless, but Planning is Everything” | OPORD Operations  10

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

OPORD Operations 
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Glossary: 
• 6 digit #s - 482375 are grid coordinates of a specific place within 100 meters. This system was 

used before GPS.

• Mines - land mines

• LINNET - is an operation that was cancelled in August when Allied forces moved so quickly 
across France that the Linnet was overcome by events.

• S-3 or G-3 is the Operations Staff Section of an army unit.
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