Activity: Who’s Who and Why?: Examining the Sculptures at Lorraine American Cemetery | Handouts

Rethinking the Sculptures
Based on what you know about the sculptures at Lorraine American Cemetery and the Fallen
Heroes:
1. Place an “X” in the box if you think the present sculptures capture the spirit of the fallen hero.
Fallen hero

King David

Emperor Constantine George Washington

King Arthur

Private First
Johnny Akimoto
Private
Victor Akimoto
Private
Chester Lane
Second Lieutenant
Richard Paul
Padgett
Private Moses
Vanderhorst

2. Choose three of the following Fallen Heroes (only one Akimoto brother) and explain in 1-2
sentences how at least one sculpture captures the spirit of each of your three selected Fallen
Heroes. You must use three different sculptures in this part.

3. Explain which sculpture least represents the spirit of the Fallen Heroes and which Fallen Hero
seems to be least represented by the sculptures. In your explanation, be sure to explain what
social and/or historical factors might account for this.
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4. In groups, look at the Lorraine American Cemetery Visitor Brochure again. Think about the
different groups who are buried and memorialized in Lorraine. Talk about them. Which groups
are missing from the sculptures?

5. Your group now is to list an appropriate sculpture for each of the five Fallen Heroes and report
out to the class. For an extra challenge, your group can do the following: Who is someone,
who is not a member of any of the mentioned racial, religious, or gender groups, who could
represent the Fallen Heroes?

a. How do you think the public would respond to these new choices? Be detailed in your
response by providing specific examples of people groups who might find some of your
choices objectionable and/or favorable.

b. How does the present political climate (i.e., current events) impact your choices?
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