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Personal Diary of Merlyn M. Ross, 815th Engineer Battalion, 
January 24 to June 6, 1944 (excerpts)
Courtesy of James M. Goodspeed

Jan. 24 – Received the order to move (from Naples to Anzio).

Jan. 27 – We arrived at the Anzio Beachhead and unloaded just before dark. We had an air raid this 
afternoon and two bombs landed very close to the boat. I took the bulldozer to the area which was 
about five miles – had a time finding it.

Jan. 28 – We started to build a landing strip. There has been plenty of air activity. I was so tired last 
night that a bomb which landed very close did not wake me.

Jan. 29 – We lost our first man during an air-raid today. The bomb landed about a hundred feet from 
building where I sleep.

Jan. 30 – A rocket bomb hit a ship early this morning and unexploded shells landed in the building 
where we were sleeping. We moved to a wooded area.

Jan. 31, 1944 – The Germans began shelling us today. The first two they sent over landed about ten 
rods from where I was working with the bulldozer. This was the first time any of us had been under 
fire.

Feb. 5 – A few shells landed on the runway and several of the boys were wounded. I was not on the 
field at the time.

Feb. 7 – A German plane in a dive to hit the runway overshot his target and the bomb hit a hospital. 
Some of the boys that were wounded the other day were unfortunate enough to be in this hospital. 
One met death in an effort to protect his brother. My platoon sergeant, R. J. Rolls, was visiting these 
boys and also met with death. I went through training with him and we have always been the best of 
friends.

Feb.8  – The ceaseless shelling and the air raids are beginning to show on some of the boys.

Feb. 17  – The past week we have been extending the runway. Several formations of bombers went 
over, and we could see the smoke from the fires they started.

Feb. 22  – Fighting has ceased on account of bad weather.

Mar. 2  – This last week we have been working at the hospital, taking a food of dirt from under the 
tents and making a mound at the edge as to protect the patients from shrapnel.

Mar. 3 – At the present time we are just outside Nettuno.

Mar. 19 – Many of the shells land close to this, but the boys are getting use to them now.
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