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1. Gilbert Schowalter, lst Lisutenant Jack E. Williams, 2nd Lt., 0-562228
2. 360th Bomber Squadron, 360th Bomber Squadron,

303rd Bomber Group. 303rd Bomber Group.
Se October 8, 1917. July 1, 1919.
4. April 1, 1942. 12 months in RCAF: 6 months in U.S.

A-.C. :

5. Student Tool and die maker.
8. 3737 North 24th Place, 241 Glendale Avenue,

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. ) Highland Park, Michegan.

7. Bombing Romilly, December 12, 1942, 10.30 a.m.

8. Pilot - 1lst Lieutenant P. F. Flickenger
Co-pilot - 2nd Lieutenant J. E. Williams
Bombardier - 2nd Lieutenant B. R. Polk
Engineer - Whitman, Sergeant
Radio Operator - Feggette, Sergeant
Tail Gumner - Kurtenback, Sergeant
Waist Gunner - Therien, Sergeant
Waist Gumner -~ Dillard, Sergeant .
Ball-turret Gunner - Hartung, Sergeant

All of the above crew landed safely and are either evading or are prisoners
of war.

9« We left Molesworth about 10.30 a.m. December 12. We were over the
coast of France at 11.50 a.m., we being the tail end of the formation due
to many of the planes turning back. We saw ship No. 582 jettison its bombs
and the men bale out. This ship slipped under and to the right of us and
it was at this time that two of their orew jumped. Our No. 3 engine ran
away, shortly followed by No. 2. No. 1 was violently throwing off. We
hit the ground; that is, made a crash landing, at 12.40, after having
been violently attacked by fighters. After our engines had failed the
pilot called me and I told the men in the radio room to prepare for a
crash landing. We destroyed the bomb sight sextant, tore up and threw
out the maps. I do not know that the guns were destroyed. We made certain
that the detonators went off on the I.F.F. equipment. Our radio man destroyed
all of his flimsies. We ell landed uninjured, happy, and in a good frame
of mind. We discussed how to dispose of the aircraft and could not find
a wey to do so. It was buried in the mud. We discussed burning the plane,
but did not have any incendiary bombs. Our crew figured that we had
destroyed six enemy fighter planes during the attack and while coming
down.

Immediately on landing 12 to 15 French people came running, surrounded
us, and Therien, who could speak French, asked which direction to go.
They said any way but north. We all ran to s wood, shook hands, split

up in pairs and set off in different directions. I went with Lieutenant
Williams.

We crossed a barbed wire fence, a highway and then a railroad. Then
we went under a bridge and continued west along a creek, where we found a
series of small squares of thick:underbrush. We went through these, con-
tinued on to a large wood and there ran into Whitman and Feggette of our
crew. We told them to choose a course and we would take another one. We
got out of the woods, crossed a stream and, seeing a large woods 1-} miles
away, made for it. At this time we saw some Germans on the highway which
We had previously crossed. They were mounted on motor-eycles, going
epparently to where we had crashed. We hid in a field until the Germans
had passed and then went for the woods. We stayed in these woods until
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dark and then set out on a south-west course through a field. We crossed

a railroad running due east-west. Coming to a small village we walked around
it and stayed on this same course until 10 p.m. We were tired out and wet
and at this time had on low shoes. Ws found an old abandoned farmhouse.

I still had my torch which turned out to be very useful. We found a hay

loft above a pig pen and slept there all night and till dark next day.

We had e good view from this hiding place and there was no activity around
it. We then left for a large farmhouse we had been watching all day.

We opened the door and walked in on some people who had just finished
eating. There were five grown people and two children. They stared at
us for a few mimutes and then started jabbering. One large man just looked
and then came up and said he was Swiss. He made a great fuss over me.
I showed him the U.S. on my clothes and the man showed them all around
the room. He told the woman to give wine to us. They offered us their
bed but we seid we would rather sleep in the barn, but after much argument
we went to bed. After this we heard many people come into the house. We
had slept for a few hours when we were awakened and they said to come down
as we would have to leave. They gave us food and we left with the large
man and two other men and went back by the first barn, where we had spent
the day before, and walked several miles. The large man left us after
kissing and hugging us and we went on with the other two for several hours.
We were told not to talk at all but merely to follow them. We went through
& few small towns, but our guides seemed to know every move of the German
guards. We also walked past what appeared to be a large Gernman camp.

They took us to the home of a man whose wife spoke English. Here they
gave us a bottle of champagne and red wine. We then went to the outskirts
of a town, passed a sugar plant, and went to the home &6f a merchant and
here went to bed. We had breakfast the next morning and were told to stay
there and someone would come to see us. We found that the man had gone
in search of help for us. He came back during the day with some friends
and they asked us each time if it was allright to bring these friends up.
They would come up and look at us and talk to us briefly. They then brought
us some clothes and took our uniforms. That evening a man came with a truck,
put us in the truck and took us to his home where he gave us food and lodging.
We stayed there all that night and all of the next day. About 9 p.m. that
night another man c¢ame with a truck and took us to a farmhouse about eight
miles from the town. We stayed there that night and the next day and night.
On the third night a man ceme and took us in his car to a small town, where
we went to a confectioner, had some wine and waited for a train. We
waited so long that we had to run to catch our train. We got into a
carriage with about six other people and pretended to sleep on the Journey.

Shortly thereafter we arrived in Paris. We were taken to a private
home, given some drinks, and went to bed. Early the next morning we were
wakened and taken on a subway to another house where we stayed all day and
night, and the following day about 5 p.m. a Frenchmen came and took us on a
subway to a ladyss house. She was not at home so we waited. Finally the
man who had taken us there had to leave, so he left us and it was not until
8 p.m. that the lady came. We then had our supper. After supper a friend
of this lady came in who speke excellent English. We talked for some time
and then went to bed. The next evening about 6 p-m. we were taken to an
empty flat where we spent several days; in fact, we spent Christmas there.
We were furnished an excellent Christmas dinner, consisting of champagne,
chicken, eggs, and we were also given scarves and ties. One night, several
days later, the lady who had teken us there came back and said she had good
‘mews and we were soon to leave. We left that night after saying "Goodbye"
and we walked about two miles to another partment where we met several French
People. We were asked several questions, which we apparently answered to
their satisfaction. We talked for some time and then we were allowsd to take
8 bath and shave and go to bed. The next morning we were taken to the railroad
station where pictures of us were taken. We were then taken to another lady's
home &nd were told to wait thers for a couple of days. We stayed two days
Sad nights and were then taken to the railroad station and boarded the train.
While waiting for the train Lieutenant McKee....

(same as Lt. McKee's story)
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STATEMENT BY IIEUT, WILITIAMS, @

"WHAT HAPPENED TO ME AT MADRID AND GIBRAITAR, "

SUCGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING COIDITIONS AND HELPTIG U, S, PERSONIEL

When we arrived in MADRID we were taken to the British Embassy, We were
quertered in a small building in the rear of the Embassy which had several
cots for sleeping, There wasslso a small building where %wo Spanish women
cooked our mesls, The British Red Cposs gave us clean clothes soap, tooth
brushes, tooth paste and shaving articles, We were also peid 35 pesetas a week
for buying things we wanted such as wine and coffee, Ve were interviewed by
the Embassy officials who wented our names, rank, squadron and the names of the
personnel in our plane for future identification, We stayed at the Embassy
several days until it was arranged for us to leave by train for GIBRALTAR,

The night we left we were taken to a hotel in MADRID where we had our supper

We then proceeded to the railway station, There were about 76 men leaving with
us who had been released from MIRADA prison camp, We had compertments on the
train and after a very long journey we arrived at a small Spanish %own Jjust North
of the border of GIBRAIFAR, We were put in buses and taken %o a tom on the
border of GIBRALTAR, A% the British Vice=Consulate we filled in forms giving
felse names, birthplace and fathers name, mothers neme and rank, I was given tle
name of Sgt, Jack ROGER of the Canadian Army at MADRID by Major HASIAN end told
to make up false answers for everything else they asked me, After en hours

wait we were driven across the border into GIBRALTAR, We were taken down to the
docks end interviewed by British officers after which we were taken out to the -
8.8, ORMONDE, which was lying in the harbour, After being on board the boat a day
and a night we realized we reslized we weren't being treated as we thought we
should be, The British authorities would not iet us go abhore to commmicete
with the American euthorities, and we did not have clean clothes or money, After
doing a lot of complaining %o the C,0, of the boat, they sent out an American
-Finance Officer who gave us #£100,00 uniform allowance and %tock back word to

Col, HOLCOMB, % e military observer at GIBRALTAR to do everything he could to get
us off the boat, which he did, and they took us off the boat about 1800 hrs thet
same day, When we arrived in the tom we were issued with British battle dress and
taken to an officers camp called the Laretto Camp, The next day I went to the
Military hospital in GIBRAITAR with acute tonsilitous, I steyed in the hospital
nine days, VWhen I was released I got in touch with the American Operations
officer, Capt, G/ABLE, who told me there was an Americen B-2) bamber leaving for
PORTREATH that night, I then made arrangements with the pilot of the B=-24, Late
in the afternoon Mrs, Carole Landis Wallace arrived by plene-from AIGIERS, She
also received permission to go on the B-24 to WNGLAND if the weather permifted,
At 2 a,m, on 29 Jan we tock off and after en uneventful trip landed at PORTREATH
at 8,30 a,m, ¥We had hreakfast and we were then told we were to go on to LCIDON
on a amall De Haviland plane, After testing the plane it was found unfit to fly,
so being very anxious %o get to LOIDON, Mrs, Landis snd I motored over to another
' field, 20 miles from PORTREATH where a govermment C=47 cargo plane was weiting
to take off for LUDON, We tock off at 1400 hrs and were in HENDON airport

at 1530 hrs, I then took a bus to LOIDON and reported immediately at HeQ.,
ETOUSA, where I wes identified,

SUGGESTIONS

' In MADRID the Americen Embassy should take care of all U,S, personnel
escaping from FRANCE,Instead of paying us 35 pesetas for buying cofi'ee and wine .
they should have it there, The British authorities.in GIBRALTAR should have let
us get in touch with the Americans instead of shipping us on to a boat in the
harbour without clean glothes or money, : ; :

S ———_—
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MOST SECRET
APPENDIX B

The following information has been obtained from our interview
with

ond Lieutenant Jack E. WILLTANS
360th Bomb Squadron,
303rd Bomb Group.

who evaded capture by the enemy after being in enemy occupied
territory.

Further circulation of this information may be made, but when
doing so it is important not to divulge any particulars of source.

Statement of information covering period from

(1) 1In a small village where we were staying with M. Guy
REUTER there was an enemy aerodrome about 5 Km. east of the town.
We saw several Ne.l09's and Me.llO's. The French people also told
us of another German aerodrome at RHEAU about 15 Km. north-west
of the #town.

(2) We saw no enemy dumps OT heard of them.

(3) While in Paris, we were informed by the Vice-President
of the Standard Athletic Club at Mendon, a suburb of Paris, that
there was a Battery of A.A. guns on the grounds of the Club.

(4) While we were staying with M. Guy REUTER, and also in
Paris, we were told of the Frenchmen and boys being made to work
on fortifications at SOISSONS.

(5) We heard of no special enemy coast defences.

(6) We received the impression that enemy morale was very

¢

bad. They feared American production and elso the French people had
witnessed the killing of numerous German aoldiers by German officers

for refusal to go to the Russian front.



amm e VR et
bR g %M oo 2> wia)

mj Mjww] iy frtinsd




- 4

ol d%s) 3/1444/%” o ,5%9 15 Ao ﬁoawzﬁmts
Aﬂﬂrfn;mx Cias
ds 7€Ce/ AL Aw,t/ﬁu/ WWW /444, an/
) /fUzun) Fe WMQ«,&M

A/AW%WMM

SRS AT RN J;FQ,,M4 ) bosdewr

S &/@Mﬁcﬁm EAFWWW
et beend i O%vwmwduww

e Eorved MM@&OLWﬁ }fw,\._




Te

M.I1.9/8/P.G.( ) el @
APPENDIX D // i

}MOST SECRET

No., Rank, Neme := 0-GbRAAAY A “°LT. :J/ﬂ S . W'L.LIA;/‘S

tnit - 360 ™ BomB 5. Do3Re BemB. oK.

Please answer carefully the questions below. Suggestions for

improvement of cscape equipment and troining must come largely from those
who make wse of thems Your report and comments will help others to evade
capture or to escape.

AIDS BOX

(a) Did you use your aids box? VES

(b) If not, had you one on you?

(¢) If not, why had you no aids box?

(d) If you used it, which of the following items did you use?

Put a tick (V) agoinst each item used and state briefly the

circumstances, e.ge "Lying up for 2 nighta", etc.

on Horlicks toblets. f,-,,j, ' A dwaﬂ/‘*'ub
Vv (a) Chocolﬁpﬁ mw ore A

(e)

(£)

(8)

(1i1) Milk (tube).

(iv) Benzadrine tablets (fatigue).

(v) Halnzone toblets (water purifier). ’
(vi) lntches, - /ﬁ—o—\}% W

(vii) Adhesive tape. :

(viii) Woter bottle).

(ix) Chewiw La;t;.vn o ehpedati « Naslefo)
@) ooy poapatdely e P

Did any of the cbove items prové unsatisfo /A If so, in what

respect? '\) o

How did you finally dispose of -the box? 7‘&(’/ MWM
Can you suggest any way in which the contents of the aid box might be
changed to moke it of greater use, bearing in mind t?t the size of

it cannot be larger? THert dbhou bl bo 4 Nawm)

il e TR
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2, PURSE
(2) Did you carsy a purse? = If so, state COLOUR.. ﬁ&ow«), Yes

If 10T, stete why not gk, o O gtk

(b) Did you use the purse? fhes YES

(¢) If so, which of the following items in the purse did you use?
Put o tick (/) ngninst cnch item used and state briefly the circumstances.

‘/(1) Maps. = Whice ones? m bjadd/ﬂd

v (ii) Compess. #WW bw) 4 Lourae 1D J»(’-JA-\/
(iii) File (hacksew).
v (iv) Forcign Currencye / stote countries and amounts. M
How did you spend the money? o nop j _ﬁf‘%u b 3
25 Thorthman. : Aiedates art
(d4) How did &ou dispose of t=
Mopse — W hnw
Qonpass. = M y\p )
File (hacksaw) e -/eM-t*Vf_/
Surplus currency. = M/‘b

|

3 LIDS TO ESCAPE = (GADGETS )

(™ Issued separately from oids boxes and purses) .

(0-) Did you carry or wear any of the following? If you used any of then,
state briefly WHEN and WHERE. : '
(1)  Round compasse
(11) Stud compass.
(iii) Swinger compasss
(iv) Fly-button composse
(v) Pencil clip compnsse

(vi) Tunic button compasse i ,

(vii) Pipe compasse



A e

ke

5e

(viii) Pouch,

v (ix) SPGCZ.?];];:‘:% boots (and 'knife) . ,34/1/.(; MJ& W b

(b) Were they satisfactory?

(o) Can you suggest any improvements, additions, or substitutions which
would improvec the above equipment?

PASSPORT SIZE PHOTOGRAPHS.

(2) Did you carry passportesize photographs? If so, how many? ;

No .

(b) Did you use them? Stote hows

LECTURES.

(a) Were you lectured on evasion and escape?
State WHERE, VHEN and by WHOM,

Yes ' Méﬁlﬂtt.'!elw
Ay f{.n.%. a

(b) Did you find the lectures of value?

0
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Ce

Te

o b Wil ams
(o) liow did you carry Ads Box 4n 4/07 &)W%

M-
(b) Howdid you carry Adds Box when evading? In vttt

W

(c) were the contermts removed and carried in your pockets?

CLOTHIEG,
(a) mzm-u:.mnuommmmmmm1

WWM sveieaats, tamo .

(o) thmmmmmmmmwv
Al o, Duveesads v Xam/

(e)

(a) How did you carry Alde Box in A/C?
(b) Fow did you cerry Alds Box when evading?
(e) mmmmqmaummv

CLOTHING, ‘
(a) whet types of civilian clothing would have been useful?

(v) ms'm-mmm-nmmmmv

(e)
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AG 383.5 Hoq ETOUSA 19 October 1942

SUBJACT: Safeguarding of P/W Information.

TO ¢ Personnel concerned.
o s the duty of all Americzns to safeguard information which might,
either directly or indirectly, be useful to the enemy.

2. It is an offense, cerrying heavy penaltiss, to publish or to commnicate
to any unauthorized person any information which mlgkb be useful to the enemy.

'3, Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful
to the encmy and a danger to your friends, It is therefore bWC =T,

- eeeeinan  St—————

L., a. You must therefors not di
£o- whom yOou rrno“t or to an offi
the Theater Operntlonu.

{1) The names of those who helped- you.

(2) The metnod by which you escaped or avaded.

(2) The route you followed.

(4) Any other facts concerning your experience
b. You must be particulariy on your guard with per50us repreqentlns the
press.
c. You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers,
periodicals or in broadcasis or in lecturss,

except to ths first Military Attache

sclosg,
C ssignated by the Commanding General of

s
sr d

d. You must give no ¢n,orma ion to anyone, 1rrespect1ve of nationality, in
lpttnx or in conversabion, except as specifically directed in Par. Aa.
e. No ‘lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission

of the War or Nzvy Department.

By command of “1euteﬁanu General WISLEHO”“R

/7
v»é"/l fﬁ?£¢<%im/

Pu.“LPLi P :LD ity /
Colonel, AGD, Ass't. AdJ. Gen.

CERTIFICATE
I have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.
I understand that any informstion concerning my escape or evasion from
capture is SECRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the American
Military Attache Tache to whom I first report, or an officer designated by the

Commanding General of the Theater of Operations. I understand that dis-
closure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary actio

Tiet
Nane (Print)Jf}c& E. WILLJHN]\QL_ Signed _\ : W
Rank &"® A1 4.5.8. 0-6622R8_ Date VM 29, 194%
it JBo0™ Bom8 Sa. Witness A




	Image00001
	Image00002
	Image00003
	Image00004
	Image00005
	Image00006
	Image00007
	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014
	Image00015
	Image00016

