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Atlanta University,
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Dear lr., Du Bois:

I was pleased to hear from you again and particularly
interested in your comments in connection with the question
of‘whlte and Negro selectees.
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( As you know, the present 1aw sp601flcally prov1des

} that there shall be no discrimination on account of race

| or color in the interpretation and execution of the Selective |

| Service Acte I understand from the General Staff Officers ‘\

/ of the War Department that it is the intention of the Army

f to provide organizations and facilities for the proper per-

{ centage of colored trainees and white trainees from each of
i the states based on the proportion in these states. This

' will not mean that during any one month the proportions can
! be accurate. The present quota of 800,000 trainees is to
;f be filled between now and the end of next June. During that
i  period the state quotas will be adjusted from time to time |
%&._as more deflnlte flgures become avallable. i

For the country as a'wbole I understand that the 1930
census shows approximately 9.7 of the population to be colored,
but.that the 1940 census figures are not yet avallable;/”THE““\
" Army intends to provide for the ¢orrect percentage and to call \

\ for the proper numbers in each state based on the proportion %1
of Class I-A men as between the races in the particular state.
/ For the immediate present, however, the percentage of colored
trainees called will be considerably less than the proper pro-
portion because of lack of facilities. This comes primarily
from the fact that there are now only two or three percent of
Negroes in the Regular Army and National Guard, and, while new
organlzatlons are being activated and others are belng
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g | planned it is 1mpossible over nicht to produce the non-
a  commissioned officers and training cadres necessary to |
(3 | properly care for the trainees. For this reason, the |
0 | January call for Negroes will be small, but in February |
( | this will be increased rapidly and shortly after that the |
W | proper percentage of colored and white will have been in-
. ducted. R e
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T have tried to explain this in some detail so that
you would realize that in a particular county or state a
particular call during any one month would not necessarily
follow the proper percentages. The surprising thing con-
cerning the instance you.01te where the respective per-

centaggg;werQle%Mand 742w is that they were so closﬂm, of

coﬁ??g; the time of induction represents no discrimination, \

since the selectees will probably serve the same twelve ‘
months' period no matter whether they start in January or in k
March. It would be a very real discrimination if equal
 facilities, which include not only barracks, hospitals,
‘and other physical facilities, but also the necessary :

/ organization, including supply sergeants, cooks, training
%
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cadres, and other personnel were not available when either |
. white or colored selectees are inducted. As you are doubt-
{ less aware, the law requires that men not be inducted until |
. necessary facilities and equipment are available for their /

\ reception, and, regardless of the law, this is the only
( proper pollcy; e
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i § note you suggest that the census figures for 1940 be
made public as early as possible, and I will do what is
00331b1e to have this publlshed as promptly as practicable.
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\ Selectlve SerV1ce, both as a.matter of law and as a
/general policy based on the need for national unity under
existing conditions, is based on fair and equal treatment
;for the races in this most important phase of national de-

fense, and I can assure you that =awkild-de everything possible W‘JIE da oAk |
to see that thls pollcy'ls carrled out.
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Appre01at1ng your good.w1shes for my work here in Selectivé
oervice, I am

Yours vfry sincerely,

[ﬁw&;

Director.



